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THE CALL: We are seeking research proposals related to the sustainable development themes of
economic growth, environmental protection and human experiences and/or to any of
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

THE AWARDS: In this Round #4 of this Program, we expect to grant another ~20 awards, ranging
from $1,500 to $2,500 each to recognize impactful and amazing research connected
to the themes of sustainable development — by any UL Lafayette researchers (faculty
post-docs, graduate students, undergraduate students, professional staff, anyone).

e In Round #1, we highlighted impactful faculty work, recognizing 19 projects, 24 faculty
researchers, with a cumulative $40,800.

e InRound #2, we highlighted diverse graduate student research, recognizing 22 graduate
student projects from 13 different graduate programs and every academic college, with a
cumulative $44,000.

e In Round #3, we partnered with the Office of the Vice President of Research, Innovation &
Economic Development to award a cumulative $90,600 to 46 amazing projects — 17 faculty
projects, 19 graduate student projects, 4 staff projects and 6 undergraduate projects.

THE PURPOSE: To showcase UL Lafayette faculty research.
To create a community of passionate and like-minded scholars across campus.
To make sustainable development a priority in Louisiana.
To show how interconnected economic growth, human experiences and
environmental protection are — in Louisiana and in general.
To provide seed-money for faculty projects and institutional mission.

REQUIREMENTS: Submit complete (or near-complete) project by November 1, 2025, and agree to
present your work at the Sustainable Development Research Summit in Spring 2026.

THE TIMELINE:  April 15, 2025 — Call for Proposals announced
June 4, 2025 — Proposal applications due
August 1, 2025 — Awards announced
November 1, 2025 — Complete or near-complete projects due
Spring 2026 — Sustainable Development Research Summits

Sustainable Development Research
Awards Round #4 - April 2025

TO SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL, PLEASE
CLICK HERE OR USE THE QR CODE

AND COMPLETE THE APPLICATION
BY 11:59pm on JUNE 4



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F28UvYTdRBt&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.bolton%40louisiana.edu%7C23103aa8955d4335995008dd7b993b37%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C638802620242040531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F%2BiqKMYrXkTkf%2Ffg9TEZcGeHXWPDKjToFCPtCG8T6TE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F28UvYTdRBt&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.bolton%40louisiana.edu%7C23103aa8955d4335995008dd7b993b37%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C638802620242040531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F%2BiqKMYrXkTkf%2Ffg9TEZcGeHXWPDKjToFCPtCG8T6TE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F28UvYTdRBt&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.bolton%40louisiana.edu%7C23103aa8955d4335995008dd7b993b37%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C638802620242040531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F%2BiqKMYrXkTkf%2Ffg9TEZcGeHXWPDKjToFCPtCG8T6TE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F28UvYTdRBt&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.bolton%40louisiana.edu%7C23103aa8955d4335995008dd7b993b37%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C638802620242040531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F%2BiqKMYrXkTkf%2Ffg9TEZcGeHXWPDKjToFCPtCG8T6TE%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/r/28UvYTdRBt

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCH FRAMEWORK
Since 2023 we have been highlighting, celebrating and advancing UL Lafayette research related to

sustainable development & the 17 sustainable development goals. In this program, we define sustainable
development as:

...development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs. For sustainable development to be achieved, it is crucial to
harmonize three core elements: economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental
protection. These elements are interconnected and are all crucial for the well-being of
individuals and societies. To this end, there must be promotion of sustainable, inclusive, and
equitable economic growth creating greater opportunities for all, reducing inequalities, raising
basic standards of living, fostering equitable social development and inclusion, and promoting
integrated and sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems.

This definition of sustainable development can be applied through the 17 sustainable development goals
(SDGs), providing communities, nations, regions and businesses a roadmap to working towards a more
sustainable society. These SDGs were developed based on years of scholarly research, public-private
partnerships and the vision to see the role that we all have on creating the future world we will all share.

Residents of Louisiana — and faculty at UL Lafayette — know as well as anyone how inextricably linked
economic growth, environmental protection and human experiences are to one another. We know that
the future economic and social wellbeing of the state depends on having a strategy that respects how
interconnected economic growth, environmental protection and human experiences are. Economic
growth will happen because of human engagement and environmental protection, not in spite of it. We
could say the same about any other U.S. state or any other region. But Louisiana is our home.

The goal of this project is to explore how the 17 SDGs impact the wellbeing of Louisiana, the USA and
the world — both positively and negatively. By looking at the SDGs from a Louisiana and Southern US
perspective, we hope to connect our daily lives with our future world. The changes that we wish to see
in the world will be made locally — in our families and in our communities. If we are unable to make
progress towards the SDGs in our own lives, then we have no chance of making progress towards the
SDGs globally. The converse is true, of course: making progress towards the SDGs in our own lives and
communities is the only way we will make progress towards the SDGs globally.

Your research will drive the changes we in the future and the progress we collectively make towards the
SDGs in Louisiana. This project will showcase your research so we can all begin having critical
conversations about how we create the future we all want Louisiana to have.

In the spirit of Sustainable Development Goal #17, this program — its design, implementation and funding —is a
cross-campus collaboration between Mary Farmer-Kaiser (The Graduate School), Dianne Olivier (Academic

Affairs), Professor Kiwana McClung, Gretchen Vanicor (Office of Sustainability & Community Engagement),
the Office of the Vice President for Research, Innovation & Economic Development (Ramesh Kolluru)
and Brian Bolton, Dwight W. Andrus, Jr. / BoRSF Eminent Scholar Endowed Chair in Finance.




SUSTAINABLE ™ &
DEVELOPMENT “...*"ALS

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere.

Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture.

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all
at all ages.

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women
and girls.

Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of
water and sanitation for all.

Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all.

Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment and decent
work for all.

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation.

Environmental
Protection

Economic
Growth

Human
Experiences

&

Believing in the inherent connection
between economic growth and diverse
cultures and perspectives, understanding
our connection with others and working
to realize synergies through teamwork
and collegiality.

Sustainable
Development

Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries.

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable.

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production
patterns.

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and
its impacts.

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development.

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss.

Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for
sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
levels.

Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and
revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development.

Making decisions and allocating
resources to meet the needs of the
present, while preserving
resources for the future.

Advancing the principles of sustainable
development through scholarly research,
practical application and interdisciplinary
relationships within the University and
Louisiana communities to better understand
the interconnected nexus of economic
development, human experiences and
environmental protection and to find ways to
implement impactful policies, perspectives and
solutions for a more prosperous future for all.



